Note to explain "Ghostwriting"

Reliability in science constitutes one of its qualitative foundations. Readers should be fully confident that authors of  represent therein, clearly, reliably, and honestly, the results of their own research studies regardless of whether they have written the article by themselves as direct authors or they have been assisted by specialized third parties (individuals or entities). The best proof of scientific researchers’ ethical attitudes and of the Editor’s highest standards should be transparency about third parties who contributed to the development of  (research study-related contribution, financial input, contribution in kind, etc.); this is not only the manifestation of good manners, but, also, of social and academic responsibility.

„Ghostwriting” and „guest authorship” are antithetic terms.
 „Ghostwriting” occurs when a person has essentially contributed to developing and producing an article, but has not revealed this fact through naming his/her name among the authors nor through showing his/her role in the acknowledgments attached to the article.

„Guest authorship” („honorary authorship”) occurs when the author’s contribution is negligible inappreciable or there was no contribution at all, but, despite this fact, he/she is named as an author/a co-author of the article.

In order to counter the cases of „ghostwriting” and „guest authorship”, the Editor of the “Żywność. Nauka. Technologia. Jakość” journal has introduced a procedure to ensure the authenticity of scientific articles („ghostwriting” bar) pursuant to the directives by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education in Poland:
1. The Editor requires that Authors of  articles to reveal contributions of individual authors to the production of the article (incl. their affiliation and contribution, i.e. the information about who is the author of the concept, assumptions, and methods applied while developing the article); however, the main responsibility rests with the author who registers the script.

2. The Editor explains that „ghostwriting” and „guest authorship” are evidence of academic and/or scientific unreliability; thus, all revealed cases shall be unmasked and made public; moreover, the institutions the Authors are employed by will be notified about this fact.

3. The Editor should receive information from the Authors on sources of financing their article, contributions of scientific-research institutions, associations, and other entities („financial disclosure”).

4. The Editor will document all evidence of academic and/or scientific unreliability, in particular breaking of rules and infringing ethical principles.
5. The Authors are obliged by the Editor to make a statement on the authenticity of scientific articles; the Authors are required to fill in a Registration Form to register an article for publication including the Authors Statement, to sign it, and to submit it to the Editor.
This "Ghostwriting" explanatory note fully complies with the directives of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education in Poland.
